
Reception 



Curriculum Statement 
At Our Lady of the Rosary in Reception, we follow the EYFS (Early Years Foundation 

Stage curriculum) where children work towards achieving their ELG’s (Early Learning 

Goals). We intend to offer an exciting, inspiring curriculum to engage our pupils and 

give them an introduction to the experiences and skills that they need to develop for life

-long learning. We deliver this curriculum through purposeful play inside and out in a 

variety of enjoyable, challenging activities, both adult-led and child initiated. Our   

curriculum celebrates learning through a range of creative topics. 

 We approach learning in a thematic way. Where possible, we group learning     

experiences into themes to immerse children in and give a context to learning. 

 Learning in Literacy stems from a high quality picture books, which are language 

rich and offer stimuli for discussion. We aim to immerse children in stories to     

enrich and contextualise their Phonic and English learning. 

 We provide a language rich environment, teaching children a wealth of new      

vocabulary and modelling and encouraging it’s use in everyday contexts.  

 We believe that children learn best when they are  

confident to ‘take responsible risks’; to show 

‘persistence’ and to understand that they can learn 

from mistakes. This underpins the Characteristics of 

Effective Learning and our Habits of Mind scheme. 

 We strive to ensure children develop into reflective and 

responsible citizens and so our curriculum is rich in 

embedded opportunities which foster themes of      

personal, social, emotional and spiritual development, 

as well as promote fundamental British values.  

Our Key aims 



Key characteristics of 
Reception 

 We believe children learn best through a variety of approaches and styles; through 

narrative, songs and hands on activities to name a few. Over the course of the day 

there is a balance between… 

 Direct teaching and adult led activity - to teach specific skills and 

knowledge. 

 Practical, carefully planned tasks - to enable children to practise skills and 

embed/extend learning. 

 Child-led learning - to enable children to develop 

independence, rehearse and explore learnt skills in 

their own way and follow their own interests. 

 Over learning – previous learning is repeatedly  

referred to and built upon to embed and develop 

lasting schemas.  

 Learning to contribute - Children develop an awareness 

and appreciation of how they can use their knowledge, 

skills and understanding to help others and contribute to 

the world.  



Registration 

We begin each day by putting 
our things away so we    

practice our independence. 
Then we go through our visual 
timetable for the day and sing 
some songs about our world, 
like the weather or days of the 

week. 

Maths 
We begin a maths session with a whole class input 
together on the carpet. We like to use maths songs 
and rhymes to embed counting skills. Each day one 
group will complete a focussed task with the class 

teacher, whilst the other groups will be able to select 
from one of the carefully planned, practical         

activities designed to develop core mathematical 
skills.  

Literacy 

Our Literacy follows the Talk for Writing 
scheme of work where high quality texts 

are learnt over the term to give the      
children a context to their learning. Each 
week there are five different hands on   
literacy based activities which children 

will complete with the Class Teacher, the 
LSA (Learning support assistant) or      
independently throughout the week.  

Lunchtime 

All Reception     
children have their 
lunch in the Dining 

Hall. Once the   

children have     
finished, they have 
another break in the 
‘Blue Playground’.  

Break Time 

All Reception children 
have break time in 

the ‘Blue Playground’ 
together with Year 1. 

They can use the 
equipment, such as 

the pirate ship, tunnel 
and the climbing 

frames.  

A Day in Reception 

Topic Time  

Each term we have a different theme for 
our topic. We begin with some whole class 

learning together on the carpet. This is  
followed by one group completing a     

focussed task with the Class Teacher, 
whilst the other groups explore from a  

variety of high quality, practical activities 
linked to the topic.  

Snack Time 

This is a wonderful 
opportunity for 

sharing and       
reinforcing good 

manners. Children 
help to give out 
milk, water and 

fruit for their friends 
to enjoy.  

Outdoor Learning  

Over the course of an afternoon, 
each Reception class spends time 
in the outdoor area. There are a 
wide variety of activities set up 
during this time, designed to 

support children’s development 
across the curriculum.  

End of Day Story 

Children love to hear a story at 
the end of the day before home 
time. This promotes a love of 

reading and reinforces reading 
for pleasure. Once a week we 

listen to our story in the library 
beginning from term 3. 

Phonics 

We follow the Letters 
and Sounds phonic 

scheme. Each session 
involves speaking, 

listening and games, 
where the emphasis 

is on children’s active 
participation.  



How can I prepare my child 
for school? 

We do not expect children to begin Reception being able to read and write, but 

there are some ways in which you can help them be ready for this new chapter.  

 Following instructions.  

 Sitting and listening to a 
story.  

 Confident and willing to 

try new things.  

 Asking questions.  

 

 

 Making choices about 
what they would like to 
play with.  

 Tidying up after they have finished with something. 

 Looking after my belongings e.g. hanging up their coat. 

 Asking for help if needed.  

 Using a knife and fork.  

 Opening packets/containers (in their packed lunch) 

 

 Putting on their coat.  

 Undoing and fastening buttons.  

 Attempting to do up a zip.  

 Changing in and out of their PE kits.  

 Doing up their own school shoes.  

 Going to the toilet unaided.  

 Washing their own hands. 

 

 

 Interested in interacting 
with others.  

 Sharing and taking turns.  

 Listening to what others 

say.  

 

Being curious 
and ready to 

learn 

 

Independence 

Getting ready 

and  

Self hygiene 

 

Relationships 



 

How can I 
support my 

child’s learning? 

We believe the role of Parents/Carers is vital for a child’s well-rounded education. 

We encourage active participation through…  

 Reading everyday with your child on a regular basis is highly beneficial. We believe little 

and often is the best way (about 10 minutes each time to start with).  

 Please use the reading record to comment on reading at home. This helps to      

communicate and support their reading development.  

 Sharing stories and other texts with your child as much as possible helps develop their 

narrative sense and vocabulary as well as being a lovely bonding experience for all. 

 Bring maths into everyday activities, such as counting out the correct number of forks for 

dinner or recognising door numbers.  

 Talk to your child about their day and what they have learnt or enjoyed.  

 Inform us of your child’s achievements and interests out of school using ClassDojo.  

 Use the Class Story on ClassDojo to find out about what we are learning each term and 

suggestions to help at home.  



Reception Curriculum 
Coverage 



Enrichment opportunities 

 Our curriculum coverage shows that over the course of the year, children will attend a 

range of school trips, enjoy visitors to the school and take part in Forest School activities. 

There will also be a nativity singsong and Mother’s Day class assembly, as well as Sports 

Day.  

 Teachers monitor children’s progress and adjust their teaching accordingly. During group 

time activities, teachers give immediate feedback to children, which involves using        

language appropriate to the age and stage of the child, giving them praise, modelling and 

explaining how to improve.   

 Teachers collect evidence of learning through       

observations, using an online programme called 

Tapestry, which form a journey of learning in       

individual learning diaries.  

 Phonic, writing and maths assessments are carried 

out termly and progress of individuals, groups, and 

the year group as a whole is analysed. Next steps 

are then planned accordingly. 

Assessment, Monitoring & 
Evaluation 


