
English 



Curriculum Statement 
At Our Lady, we intend to teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can 

communicate their ideas and emotions to others. We have a focus on oracy to develop 

pupils’ spoken skills. We aim to equip our pupils with a strong command of the spoken 

and written word through exposure to high-quality texts, and a curriculum that devel-

ops their love and understanding of language, literature and mastery of grammar. 

Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, 

intellectually, socially and spiritually.  

• We promote a love for reading by providing children with engaging classic and 

modern literature. Children will have access to a range of fiction and non-fiction 

texts in their classroom and in the school library. 

 We ensure children have a secure understanding of narrative sense, leading to 

high-quality written and verbal communication skills.  

 The English curriculum is taught in a cross-curricular way to immerse children in 

meaningful and memorable learning leading to achievement for all.  

 Through exposure to a variety of high-

quality texts, children will be able to write 

clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting 

their language and style in and for a range 

of contexts, purposes and audiences.  

 We give children opportunities for class  

discussions and debates to help them gain 

confidence in contributing. 

Our Key aims 



Key characteristics of English 
at Our Lady 

 Each term children learn how to write a fiction and non-fiction text. Children learn 

about one text for approximately three weeks. The text is called a ’model text’. It is 

typed and recorded in every child’s book so they can refer to this throughout the 

unit. Upper KS2 may cover more text types depending on the term.  

 Using a Talk for Writing style, children learn parts of the model text off by heart 

and revisit the model text each day. Children unpick and discuss the vocabulary 

and features within the text. Children use the examples of sentence structure, 

grammar and vocabulary to inspire and support their own writing and ideas. At 

the end of the unit, children will create their own version of the text.  

 Children are explicitly taught the skills of reading through two whole class    

reading sessions per week. Children have at least one Comprehension lesson a 

fortnight where children read a longer text and answer questions about the text in 

full sentences. Where possible, we try to select texts that develop children’s 

knowledge in other subject areas, including science, history, geography and RE. 

Teachers use a range texts and teaching strategies to engage the children and help 

foster a love of reading from a young age.    

 Children progress through the Oxford Reading Tree Book Bands. Children take two 

books home a week to read at home. Children regularly read with an adult in 

school each week.  



Our children: 

 Learn to say parts of the model text and key 

phrases off by heart. 

 Contribute their ideas for shared writing. 

Their ideas are valued but also challenged. 

Children write everyday.  

 Retell stories verbally, through story map-

ping and writing.  

 Write everyday and plan their writing using 

story mapping and boxing up.  

 Listen to a wide range of literature each day, 

during whole class reading sessions and end 

of days reads..  

Our children’s books: 

 Children learn to join their writing using a 

cursive style. 

 Children have a Learning objection of Learn-

ing question each lesson. This includes  ‘Steps 

to success’ so children know how to achieve 

the objective and ‘Key vocabulary’ for children 

to refer to. 

 Children use purple editing pens or pencils to 

edit and make changes to their work. 

Our learning environment: 

 Working walls display story maps, modelled 

writing, shared writing and  key vocabulary.  

 Resources, phonic mats, word mats and editing 

resources are made available so children can ac-

cess these independently. 

 A range of fiction and non-fiction books are in 

every classrooms for quiet reading time and 

reading for pleasure.  

What 
does 

this 

look 
like? 



Curriculum Coverage of 
texts 



Using children’s literature in 
the classroom 

As well as the model texts children study in their writing lessons, children read and  

listen to a range of  high-quality texts each day. Teachers have a selection of picture 

books, short stories, chapter books and poems that they share with the children at the 

end of each day. Theses also include books relating to our topics to further children’s 

understanding .  

CLASS NOVELS PICTURE BOOKS 

 

 

Picture books help our children explore complex and 

thought-provoking themes from Reception all the way 

up to Year 6. The relationship between the text and the 

illustrations is particularly important. 

POETRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We celebrate poetry week twice a year. Children in each 

class learn a poem off by heart and perform this to the 

whole school. Children identify the features in the poem 

and create their own. 

OTHER RESOURCES 

 

 

 

 

 

We use carefully chosen resources, such as Nessy, to 

help children of all abilities read, write and spell. In 

Reception a programme called ‘Letters and Sounds’ is 

used to introduce synthetic phonics systematically. In 

the summer we encourage our children to visit their 

local library and take part in the Summer Reading  

Challenge. 

At Our Lady, we use class novels, from Year 2 up to 

Year 6. to help develop our children’s narrative sense, 

build their vocabulary and inspire their writing.  



Assessment, Monitoring & 
Evaluation 

 Throughout each lesson formative assessment takes place through the use of differentiated 

questioning, mini and end-of-lesson plenaries, thereby providing opportunities throughout 

lessons to gauge individual and whole-class understanding. Teachers then use this    in-

formation to provide next step marking and adapt following lessons. 

 Where appropriate, subsequent marking after the lesson provides a next step for each child 

to link their learning from one day to the next and to move children’s learning on. Children 

are given time to respond. 

 When appropriate, children make use of self and peer assessment during and at the end of 

lessons to evaluate their writing and identify areas for improvement. Children will also 

achieve this by editing their work in dedicated lessons. 

 Leaders complete regular English ‘drop ins’ each year, which include observations of the 

children at work and the impact the teaching has on their progress and enjoyment of 

maths. Part of this is to assess the learning for children with SEN and Pupil Premium.  

 Once in autumn, Spring and Summer, children complete Reading summative ‘NFER’       

assessments to monitor progress and attainment, inform planning and provision needs in  

Reading. In addition to this, children complete a 

’Progress Write’ where they write independently 

with no teacher support or input to evaluate 

their progress and attainment. These results are 

reported to parents at the end of each academic 

year using the descriptors: ‘below’, ‘just below’, 

‘on-track’ and ‘greater depth’. All class teachers 

complete an analysis of their class results    

during a pupil progress meeting and put into 

practice specific actions for the whole class and 

identified children.  



Reading at home with your 

children for 15 minutes each 

day. Use the reading Vipers to 

help discuss the text. 

Access to a range of books and 

online support at home via  

Oxford Reading Buddy or Read 

Theory. 

 

Encourage your child to write 

to a relative in a different place 

or keep a diary of their       

holidays. 

Ask your children different 

questions when they are   

reading.  

Can you make a prediction? 

What do you think the      

character is feeling?   

How do you know this?   

 

Parent reading sessions in 

school for EYFS and KS1.  

Engaging with parents 

We encourage parents to take an active interest in their children’s  

English education by supporting them in the following ways: 


